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Project: "Discovering the world under the talking tree" 
 
Non-profit organisation: "Zef’Cie", created in 2001 
5, square Contenot, 75012 Paris   
Contact: Valérie Touzé, 06 15 26 35 78, d.gandet@aliceadsl.fr 
 
 
Project goal 
Using a story and a "magic trunk" to let two second-year primary school classes in a priority 
education zone discover five countries in five different continents – a story to foster 
imagination, meditation and exploration of different horizons.  
 
 
Presentation of the project 
The goal of non-profit organisation Zef Compagnie is to create, promote and disseminate 
cultural events and initiatives, more particularly in the field of live performance (creation of 
theatre plays, a documentary on Noh theatre and on jazz).   
 
"Discovering the world under the talking tree" is a project based on discovering and opening 
up to the world catering for two second-year primary classes in the Voltaire primary school in 
Montreuil. Using narration of a story and a magic trunk, the children leave on an imaginary 
journey to the four corners of the earth. The "magic trunk" contains objects associated with 
the countries that the children are invited to "visit". The story and the trunk take them to 
Spain, Australia, Peru, Mali and Japan, to discover the smells, sounds, objects and culture of 
these five countries.  
After this initial phase of discovery, the children create a performance based on five stories 
from the five countries selected.  
The performance, which will be entitled "Discovering the talking tree", will be organised at 
the end of the year.  
  
 
Involvement of parents / mentors 
The project is presented to parents in advance. During the preparatory meetings, parents 
participate in choosing the objects contained in the trunk. They will also be involved in 
creating sets and costumes for the end-of-year performance.  
 
 
Support requested from the Fondation HSBC pour l’Education  
Funding: the Foundation grant will be used to finance the intervention of the three artists 
involved. 
Grant awarded in 2007: €2,000 
Human resources: Create a website, assist with communication about the project and 
accompany the children. 
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	Project: "The arts in time – accepting others with all their differences"
	Project goal
	Presentation of the project
	Involvement of parents / mentors

	Support requested from the Fondation HSBC pour l’Education 

	Project: "Culture to make sense of the world, open up your mind and connect with your history"
	Project goal
	Presentation of the project
	Involvement of parents / mentors
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	Project: "Using culture to build your relationship with the world"
	Project goal
	Presentation of the project
	Involvement of parents / mentors
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	Project: "The universal book to encourage interactive reading"
	Project goal
	Presentation of the project
	Involvement of parents / mentors
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	Project: "An orchestra at junior secondary school"
	Project goal
	Presentation of the project
	Involvement of parents / mentors

	A mentoring system has been set up to monitor the project: each teacher involved will have particular responsibility for three students. Another person working for the secondary school has special responsibility for relations with families. This person will be assisted by interpreters for meetings with non-French-speaking parents to facilitate their involvement. Some 90% of families attend the meetings.
	Support requested from the Fondation HSBC pour l’Education 

	Projet: "Children's theatre"
	Project goal
	Presentation of the project
	Involvement of parents / mentors
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	Project: "Seen from the outside, seen from the inside"
	Website: www.ethnokids.asso.fr
	Project goal

	Presentation of the project
	Involvement of parents / mentors

	Support requested from the Fondation HSBC pour l’Education 
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	Project: "Where big kids read with little kids"
	Project goal
	To develop literary culture and a sense of responsibility among junior secondary students in difficulty by having them read to kindergarten children. 
	Presentation of the project
	To awaken interest in reading from a very early age, non-profit organisation Lis avec moi (read with me) organises reading aloud sessions aimed at small children.
	Involvement of parents / mentors

	Support requested from the Fondation HSBC pour l’Education 

	Project: "A film with a thousand and one colours"
	Project goal
	To produce a film about the Mille et Une Couleurs bus, which for 10 years has been organising artistic workshops with the help of artists for parents and very young children in various Toulouse neighbourhoods and in isolated villages in the Haute Garonne region.
	Presentation of the project
	Involvement of parents / mentors

	Support requested from the Fondation HSBC pour l’Education 

	Project: "Creation of a theatre workshop"
	Project goal
	Creation of a theatre workshop for 40 children as part of the "Mission Possible" programme in the 19th and 20th arrondissements of Paris. 
	Presentation of the project
	"Mission Possible" is keen to reconcile children from 6 to 12, identified by schools and municipal services as presenting early behavioural problems, with learning at school. Through global supervision of the family and daily educational action tailored to each child, the organisation's teams carry out early preventive actions against delinquency and thereby help to develop the individual and collective aptitudes of each child.
	 
	The creation of a theatre workshop catering for some 40 children is part of the organisation's global programme. The children, organised in workshops of 10, work on acting, reading, dialogue and writing. Two actors and a group leader supervise the children and guide them in their work. 
	Mission possible seeks to reconcile the children with the requirements and, more importantly, the pleasure of learning. The theatre workshops are a way of helping them discover new interests. The children discover new markers, more structuring and motivating than those they often encounter in their usual social environment. 
	Involvement of parents / mentors


	Support requested from the Fondation HSBC pour l’Education 

	Project: "Roma onstage"
	75 Fbg Saint Antoine, 75011 Paris 
	Project goal

	Creation and development of circus and theatre workshops for children living in the Seine Saint-Denis shanty towns in which the organisation works. It is a programme aimed at integrating and supporting the Roma population. 
	Presentation of the project
	Involvement of parents / mentors

	Support requested from the Fondation HSBC pour l’Education 

	Project: "La Maison de la Créativité" (The Creativity House)
	Project goal
	The Creativity House is a place set aside for encounters, exchange of views and artistic creation, which offers plastic arts workshops to children, accompanied by their parents, in the 20th arrondissement of Paris. 
	Presentation of the project
	The organisation offers art workshops organised by artists, parents and local residents to children living in the 20th arrondissement. It proposes activities allowing children to develop their artistic sense and discover new interests. 
	It proposes a variety of activities:
	 parent-child workshops, providing an initiation into the plastic arts for children and their parents
	 the "painting caravan", an open-air workshop that moves around the different parks in the 20th arrondissement during the summer
	 plastic arts, music and theatre workshops run in close liaison with the school support system in the Amandiers neighbourhood. 
	The different workshops, in particular the parent-child workshops, allow families to spend time together, meet other families, share ideas and emerge from isolation by taking part in artistic activities together. These activities give children an opportunity to explore their own creativity and discover the world of art, both tools that will allow them subsequently to build a better life for themselves. 
	Involvement of parents / mentors


	Support requested from the Fondation HSBC pour l’Education 

	Project: "Discovering the world under the talking tree"
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	Using a story and a "magic trunk" to let two second-year primary school classes in a priority education zone discover five countries in five different continents – a story to foster imagination, meditation and exploration of different horizons. 
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